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Gravenhurst Family Star Party The Third Annual Gravenhurst Family Star Gazing Event will
be held Friday September 11 and Saturday September 12, 2015 with viewing at the Torrance Barrens Dark Sky
Reserve and at the Gravenhurst KOA on Reay Road.

Royal LePage has partnered with ICC, Canada’s leading
provider of insurance industry flooring replacement,
resulting in exclusive access for Royal LePage agents,
brokers and clients. You’ll receive significant discounts
from some of Canada’s best known flooring manufac-
turers, sold throughout the ICC network of more than
540 retail locations across Canada.

Preferred Pricing includes:
• Approximately 25% lower than market pricing on

flooring materials and installation services

• Flooring types include carpet, underpad, ceramic,
hardwood, laminate, cork, parquet and vinyl

Announcing A Discount Flooring Program From Royal LePage to Our Clients
• Access to view hundreds of available products and styles

online from mills and suppliers who are part of the ICC and
Royal LePage program

• Ability to locate a retailer closest to your home and to create a
voucher to ensure favourable pricing

In addition, ICC donates 1 per cent of incremental revenues as
a result of volumes associated with this program to the Royal
LePage Shelter Foundation, which is Canada’s largest public
foundation dedicated exclusively to funding women’s shelters
and violence prevention programs.

If you are a client of Royal LePage and want more information
on the Royal LePage Discount Flooring program, contact Steve
Taylor 416-723-8207 or Thelma Jarvis 705-644-3554

Hasslefree Fireplace
We have a wood burning fireplace and are considering a second
fireplace of a different variety. We have been intrigued with the
functioning and appearance of the Dimplex Optimyst. In the
fireplace shop in Huntsville we were astounded by this electric
fireplace that appears to have a real flame that you can run your
hand right through. The flame is actually created with
steam….which is lit from below, making it appear to be an
actual flame with smoke rising from it, dancing and glowing.
You can google it or try the link below. It costs 8 cents an hour
to run and only requires water to be topped up every 8 hours.
http://www.bing.com/videos
search?q=optimyst+fireplace+video&FORM=VIRE2#view=detail&mid=2ACD6DA3AF6F071FCD1E2ACD6DA3AF6F071FCD1E

Exploring Muskoka in the fall offers spectacular scenery and many great family activities like attending
fall fairs, going to the Bala Cranberry Festival, art tours, and generally enjoying the special events planned by local communi-
ties each weekend or just boating the calm flat lakes that we often experience during this season.

September and October are also strong months for Real Estate sales, if you are thinking about listing your cottage, or if you
have family of friends looking for a cottage. On average we would expect 22-29 cottages to sell in September and 17-25 cot-
tages to sell in October across Lakes Muskoka, Rosseau, and Joseph. If we can help you with your Real Estate needs, please let
us know. Thelma 705-644-3554 Steve 416-723-8207



Build Value at Your Cottage By Improving Your Privacy
 Privacy is a very important aspect of value in Muskoka, and is a feature that
it is worth thinking about at your cottage. Improving the amount of privacy
at your cottage will build your value and increase your personal enjoyment
of time at your cottage

Not all of us have large frontages with lots of distance from the closest
neighbour. Some of us have a little less space than we would like, for the
privacy we would prefer to achieve, or the privacy that would gain us the
best return on the sale of our cottage. There are a variety of solutions to this
problem, and Shawn Gallaugher, who is a talented landscape architect, has
helped me learn about some of the possibilities.

Berms are an excellent method to create a beautiful visual barrier between
your cottage and your neighbour.   A berm is a man-made mound of earth
that raises an area of land so that plantings you put on it have the advantage
of greater height, giving you instant privacy. You do not need expensive soil
to create a berm, as any fill will do to give you some measure of height.

You can also use stacked herb or vegetable plantings to create a barrier wall around your deck or patio. The hanging bags that
nurseries usually have, can be hung around a deck to create a private dining area. Fast growing vines on wire will work
effectively to create a visual barrier and provide privacy all summer. The use of outdoor mirrors allows you to reflect a
different landscape, making neighbours disappear. Staggered screens will also break up the view enough to create a feeling of
privacy. Even something as simple as a firewood stack can give you privacy and a feeling of intimacy if your neighbours are
visually close.

At our cottage, privacy was a major issue, so Shawn designed a beautiful Muskoka- friendly privacy fence that seems to be an
integral part of our boathouse to give us privacy from the marina next door. Because this is a large fence, he designed a
delicate lattice pattern on it to make it appear light and airy. He also copied roof patterns from the cottage and boathouse
design, to make it seem integral to the architecture of our buildings.  We could not be happier with how this changed the
privacy of our outdoor living space and how it has built our resale value.

Is Your CO Alarm Working?
It is wise to inspect your CO alarms each fall. CO alarms
don’t last forever. They need to be replaced every 7-10
years, depending on the brand.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is known as ‘The Silent Killer’,
because you can’t see it, taste it, or smell it. The only way to
detect the presence of the deadly gas is to install a carbon
monoxide alarm. In October 2014, the Ontario Govern-
ment formally enacted a new law making carbon monoxide
alarms mandatory in all Ontario homes at risk of CO. As of
April 15, 2015 homeowners and landlords were required to
comply with the law.

It is law in Ontario to install CSA-approved CO alarms
outside sleeping areas in your homes as well as service
rooms with fuel burning appliances. If your home has an
attached garage a CO Alarm will be required in rooms
which share a wall or ceiling with the garage. Some new CO
alarms offer sealed lithium batteries that last 10 years from
activation. For optimal protection, install additional CO
alarms on every floor of the home.

You might consider having a licenced technician inspect
your fuel burning appliances annually, (eg. furnace, range,
fireplace, water heater) to ensure they are in proper working
order and vented correctly. If you have older relatives,
perhaps it would be a good idea to assist them to check their
fuel burning appliances and CO alarms.

Cottage Deliveries May Not Arrive
The local Post Offices likely require that you to go into the
post office to “register” yourselves as being owners before
you can receive any package deliveries. This could be a bit
awkward depending on whether you are here mid-week,
however it is best that you know this before you order items
to be delivered to your cottage. Thanks to the Javor family
for this tip.

Children’s Book
As our children and grandchildren return to school, here is
an interesting children’s book that explores empathy, free
will, and the art of
finding one’s friend

Hug Me by anima-
tor-turned-chil-
dren’s-book-author
Simona Ciraolo
Hug Me comes
from independent
British children’s
book press Flying
Eye Books.

Fall Colours
Follow Muskoka Conservancy Field Naturalist Bill
Dickinson for a Fall Colour HikeDiscover and explore what
we protect and care for; get the chance to learn about the
plants and wildlife; enjoy the best of Muskoka fall colours!

Gift Giving?
A practical gift idea this winter season are Yaxtrax which are
great for safety on the slippery driveways or ice. They
easily pull on over boots or shoes. You can get a
variety of styles designed for running or for
walking. They easily fold and will fit into your
pocket or handbag so they are available when
needed and can be taken off easily. Keep
your family or friends
safe this winter with
this thoughtful
gift. Most Outfit-
ters Stores will carry
Yaxtrax or comparable
brands. You can get them in
Muskoka at Algonquin Outfitters,
705-645-8262

Car Battery Tenders
versus Trickle
Chargers
Some neighbours burned their
house to the ground because of a
car being plugged in when stored
over the season. This gave us a
scare so we asked our very knowl-
edgeable friend for advice about
how to charge a stored car safely.
He told us that a battery tender is
much safer than a trickle charger,
as a battery tender will only charge
the battery when is loses some of
its charge, versus the tickle battery,
which can charge the battery when

it still has a full charge, therefore becoming a fire risk. The
battery tender can be wired right into your car, so that it is
there when you need it. Our friend told us to buy a CTEK
MUS 4.3, as he feels that it is the best one made. You can
buy them online from the Manufacturer or you can buy
them cheaper on EBay.
Check with your own mechanics before you decide how to
charge your car, when it is stored for a season in the garage,
to make sure you avoid the danger of a fire.

An asymetrical shape
makes it look more
natural.

Poor-quality
soil or old sod

Topsoil
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