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Lake Joseph Wins
Lake Joseph was the big winner in sales, last year in 2011, with 35.7% more cottage sales
than in 2010. Lake Muskoka produced almost 25% more sales dollars than in 2010. Overall,
across the three big lakes, there were 196 cottage sales, in 2011, which is about 11% more
than in 2010. This was also the highest number of sales since 2007, which was the height of
the market.

DESTINATION
Here is what one
of our clients said...

If you do not receive our statistical reports each month, call or email and we will ensure
that you receive them. Dont forget to include us on your update list if you change your
email address. 705-645-2110 Thelma@royallepage.ca

Working for Royal LePage
ourselves, we knew that we
needed someone to represent
our interests and Thelma went
above and beyond our
expectations. Thelma truly is
a “Realtor’s Realtor”.

If you are thinking about selling your cottage this year, let us show you our records and
references. Our professionalism can help you produce the results you want.

Thank you!

Year

Lake Muskoka

Lake Rosseau

Lake Joseph

Totals

2011

121

37

38

196

2010

99

49

28

176

2009

107

38

37

182

2008

63

20

30

113

2007

126

38

44

208

2006

104

49

45

198

2005

118

48

47

213

2004

120

34

33

187

2003

127

33

25

185

2002
2001

122
97

38
22

37
26

197
145

Kate and Jeff Peterson

This publication is not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. If you do not want to receive our newsletter again, please email us.

Preserving History - You Can
Contribute
In 2007 the Windermere Women’s Institute received a 3-year grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation to develop a
community archive, which would collect and preserve the history of Windermere and the surrounding communities of
Ufford, Ullswater, Raymond, Bent River, Dee Bank, and Brackenrig and make it easily available to the community.
They would welcome resources that you may have into this archive
They are located in the lower level of the Windermere Community Hall, and are staffed by volunteers, who work every
Wednesday 10 am - 3 p.m. Telephone number is 705-769-2038.
The Archive is interested in preserving any photos or information about the old Watt Township. This information could
be either emailed, or mailed to :
Email Windermere Archive: windermerearea@vianet.ca
Mailing Address: Windermere Archive c/o Box 125 Windermere, ON POB 1P0

Start Water
Skiing Early
Our friend Cathy Sandusky thought that other cottagers
might like to know about a water device that her grandchildren really enjoyed last summer. It is called an EZ
Ski Trainer. The children found it very easy to use, and it
gave them a feeling of confidence on the water. There is
a youtube video showing it being used and here is a
picture of the Cathy’s granddaughter riding it.

http://www.ezski.net/video.htm
Ez Ski Teaches Basic Skiing Fundamentals
• Proper stance
• Balance
• Weight shift for turning
• Handle position
Unique Design
• Inflatable seat allows the child to start from a dry
out-of-the-water seated position
• Built in wood ski skimmer with bindings attached
• Buoyant for easy re-boarding
• No hard edges
• Wide platform for stability
• By never connecting the tow rope to the boat the
observer and child work together for success
• Easy storage when not in use
Non-threatening
• Children board from the swim step
• No fighting with skis or rope in the water
• Easy to re-board from in the water
• Immediate success possible for most beginners
• Builds confidence

Nautical Lighting
If you are looking for lighting that has a nautical feel, for your cottage, Kichler Lighting is available
from Living Lighting in Bracebridge
Try a Sayre or Sadler mini pendant. The same style also comes on a track lighting system.

Plan Some Inexpensive Travel
When you have a Muskoka cottage, you are in a very desirable position to do a home exchange anywhere in the
world. Home exchanges make travel very inexpensive, as you have no accommodation costs. I got this note from a
Muskoka cottage friend about their exchanges early last fall.
Hi Thelma
We are in France until Oct 5. We have just had two wonderful weeks with our eldest and his two daughters in a
www.homeaway.com rental in old Nice (#414090) then a five day exchange in Aix en Provence. The kids went home last
Thursday, after which time we moved to a home exchange near Grasse for five weeks. It’s the third time trading with the
same couple! That family was at our place in Muskoka last summer, and graciously went to their country place while we
were in their city apartment. It was great- four bedrooms, built in the 60’s on the site of an old convent, so each apartment
looks into an inner grass courtyard that they have replicated to look like cloisters. And the location, in proximity to Cours
Mirabeau, is like having a place on Yorkville Ave in proximity to Bloor Street. We enjoyed tons of activities and lots of
driving around with the kids, and we are now settling down to a quieter time on our own.

Very Cool Thermostat
looks and functions intuitively like an Apple Product
Brought to you from the former head of the Apple iPod division, partnered with
past Google executives, the NEST is the most innovative and intuitive thermostat
out there.
The NEST thermostat, is WIFI enabled. You can use it from anywhere in the
cottage. It looks at weather forecasts, and its algorithms allow it to program itself,
based on your usage. It looks for patterns in the adjustments you make, so it can
program itself to your preferences. Its motion sensors detect inactivity and it responds
appropriately by raising or lowering the temperature to save energy. It also prods you into
good habits, and rewards you with a leaf icon, to show that you are using efficient practises. It is
expensive at $249.00, however, they estimate that it should pay the purchase price back in two years, with utility bill savings,
and perhaps is worth it for your personal comfort and ease.
So slick, so sophisticated, so easy to use. Very cool! www.nest.com

ByLaw Changes in the
Township of Muskoka Lakes

FROM THE
OFFICE
HELP DESK

It is anticipated that a new bylaw will be
passed this summer of 2012, that will
bring the bylaws affecting in-town
lakefront properties closer to the bylaws
for the rest of the big lakes. If you have
an in-town property in one of the
smaller waterfront communities, like
Bala or Milford Bay, be prepared for your bylaws to become more strict.

Call us if you would like more information, 706-645-2110
or Thelma@royallepage.ca, or contact David Pink, Senior
Planner, at the Township of Muskoka Lakes 706-765-3156
Ext 231

Your Assessed Frontage May not Match
your Survey
Does your frontage, as it appears on your taxes or MPAC
documents, match your survey? Perhaps not. This is
because MPAC often gives you an averaging of your actual
frontage and your straight line frontage, as the frontage
you are assessed on.

What Can Stop your Deal from Closing?
Last fall a cottage deal fell apart on closing, because the
septic was not appropriate for the number of bedrooms
that were reported on the listing. When building, some
cottagers show rooms as offices or dens on the plans, and
then outfit and use them as bedrooms. Be very careful that
you do not report them as bedrooms when you are selling
your cottage. You should have a copy of your septic permit,
and that will specify how many bedrooms your septic can

SRA Stands for Shore Road
Allowance
Many SRA’s are still open. Have you
checked to see if you have one, and if it is open or closed?
It is worth knowing if you have an open shore road allowance. Most properties on the big lakes, that are not in
Medora Township, do have SRA’s —even on islands.
Consider buying it now, as the price keeps going up, as it is
a source of revenue for the Municipality. It was $.56/sq ft
when we bought ours, it was $.89/sq ft a couple of years
ago, and is now $1.10/sq ft on Lake Muskoka. On a 200
foot lot, some portion of your SRA would usually be
under water, and you only buy the portion above the
water, and so the average SRA would usually range from
about 6000 sq ft to 13,200sq ft
There are some negative factors to not owning your SRA,
such as perhaps not being able to rebuild on the same
footprint if your cottage is totally destroyed by fire. It is
worth having a discussion with the Municipality about the
consequences of not owning your Shore Road Allowance.
Personally, we think it is best to always buy your Shore
Road Allowance. Call us if you would like guidance in
starting the process of purchasing your Shore Road Allowance. We are happy to assist you on a complimentary basis.
705-645-2110 or Thelma@royallepage.ca

We are ready to work for you.
Call us for all your real estate needs.
Thelma and John Jarvis
Sales Representatives
Port Carling:
Bracebridge:
Home:
Email:
Website:

705-765-6855
705-645-5257
705-645-2110
thelma@royallepage.ca
JohnAndThelma.com

accommodate. Septic information is
available from the Municipalities if you
have misfiled your copy of your permit. Make sure your real estate listing
agrees with the number of bedrooms
specified on your septic permit

Royal LePage, Lakes of Muskoka Brokerage
is Independently Owned & Operated.

We make it our business to know the Mukoka Real
Estate market, thoroughly.
We are never too busy to receive your referrals.
Count on us to work hard for your family & friends.

